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B~bIiog~a2Mcal Notices. 247 

which appear to be without "collars" and to taper gradually into 
the flagellum. 

The skeleton of .Astrosclera in many ways recalls that of the 
extinct Pharetrones, and Mr. Lister devotes a considerable space to 
the eoDsideration of the possible relationship of the two groups, 
but comes to the conclusion that there is no clear affinity between 
them. 

The paper on Astrosclera is followed in the volume by a memoir 
by Mr. W. P. Pyeraft, " O n  the Pterylcgraphy of the Megapodii," 
dealing with the pterylosis of the adult, the nestling, and the 
embryo. In  the course of some remarks on the nature of the nest- 
ling plumage, Mr. Pyoraft advances the view that this does not, 
in Megapodiu~, consist of true neossoptiles, but of a growth of 
feathers intermediate between the latter and the definitive contour 
feathers of the adult. Similar feathers are found in the nestling 
owl. There are no preplumul~e and the true prepennm are shed 
during embryonic life. 

The remaining papers in the volume are respectively by Dr. D. 
Sharp on the Insects from New Britain, by Mr. L..4.. Borradaile 
on the Stomatopoda and Macrura, by Mr. Walter Collinge on the 
Slugs, Miss Phflipps on the Polyzoa, Miss Thornely on the Hydroids, 
Professor Hickson and Miss Hiles on the Stolonifera and £1cy- 
onaeea, and Dr. &shworth on the Xeniidm, the whole series forming 
a valuable addition to our knowledge of the zoology of the regions 
visited by Dr. Willey. 

A llIonogra~h of th~ Coleo2terous Families Corylophidse and 
Sphmriid~e. By the Rev. A. Mx~T~:ws, M.A. Edited by P~xtie 
B. M~so~, M.R.C.S., F.L.S., F.Z.S., &e. London: O. E. Jansen, 
1899. 

T~xs work is published in the same form as the author's previous 
monograph on the Triehoptcrygidm. I t  consists of 220 pages of 
letterpress, and is illustrated with nine plates in outline, with 
details of structure. One hundred and sixty-nine species are 
described. The author concludes that the affinity of the Corylophidm 
is with the Silphid~e and Leptinid~e, and places the families thus : ~  
Leptinidm, Corylophidm, Ph~enocephalid~% Silphidm. 

The Ph~enocephalid~e consists of a single genus, Phveno~e2habu8 ' 
separated from the Corylophidm on account of the maxitlm having 
two lobes, &e. A2hanocephalus , originally described as a member 
of the Corylophidm, is separated as a distinct family, Pseudo- 
~orylophid~e, chiefly on account of the maxillae haying" three lobes," 
somewhat as in the Triehopterygid~e. The family is placed between 
the Corylophid~e and Ph~enocephalidm in the work, but the author 
would " retain it in the position now occupied by the whole family, 
in the vicinity of the Coceinellid~e." This is a most interesting 
point, for the Coceinellid~, formerly placed at the end of ~he 
Coleoptera entirely away from the Clavicornia, are now by some 
eminent Coteopterists located with them. 

The,various genera included in the Corylophldse are so diverse 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

Pu
rd

ue
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

] 
at

 1
9:

05
 1

3 
A

pr
il 

20
15

 



248 ~]/[(scellaneous. 

that the author divides them, and we think rightly, into five tribes. 
This diversity gives the study of this family great interest, as light 
may be thrown on some of the difficult problems connected with the 
classification of the Clavicornia, and may determine the proper 
position of the Coccinellid~e, which is still somewhat doubtful. 

Those who are acquainted with the author's work on the 
Trichopterygidm will not, we feel sure, be disappointed with the 
present vohme, which shows everywhere the great care that has 
been taken in its preparation. The small size of these insects 
(apparently nearly all considerably less than two miUimetres in 
length) has deterred many from examining them; but this work 
has rendered the study of the group possible even to an outsider, as 
the figures of details are very good. The plates are admirably 
executed, but we cannot help regretting that only half-figures are 
given : these do not satisfactorily convey to the eye the form of the 
insect, and there is room on the plates for complete figures. 

The editor and publisher are both to be congratulated on the 
publication of this work; they seem to have spared no pains to 
make it worthy of the author. We presume the wing of Trieho- 
pteryx on the cover, as it  does not in any way indicate the contents 
of the book, is to be regarded as the author's entomological coat 
of arms. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Priority or Usage. 

To the Editors of the ' Annals and Magazine of Natural History.' 

G e ~ L E ~ E ~ , , M a n y  who, like myself, had " t h e  advantage of a 
classical education" must remember the joy, alike of master and 
scholar, when the " n o t e "  said that  a given word was an c77ta~ 
heT~/~,,o~,. I t  was as water in a dry land, as the word Mesopotamia 
to the historical old woman. 

And now to  think of the joy of it  ! /bros (see Sharpe, Preface to 
' Hand-list of Birds,' it. p. vi) is found to be a Greek word meaning" 
,, weariness." Whether Euripides ever used this word is very 
doubtful ; but i t  seems certain that he never used i t  twice, and that 
no other known Greek author ever used it at all. I t  is a true 
~ra~ h~761~e~'ov, a gem of the purest water ! 

But see to what  shifts the priority-purist who wants to apply 
Apus to the swift (see the preceding volume of these 'Anna ls , '  
p. 4e0) is reduced ! At  first sight it  is astounding ; on reflection i t  
is seen to be appropriate ; for, after all, what is the priority-purist 
but a searcher after ~rra~ beTrayers--names used once and decently. 
buried in some dusty magazine, which he drags to the light and 
uses to eject world-known terms. Let these purists beware lest~ 
mhen the history of zoology be written, they find themselves ~Tru~ 
h~Td/~ev~e, and not too politely at that ! 

Your faithful Servant, 
14th July, 1900. F. JEFFa~ B~L~. 
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